
  

 

 

 

CITY OF OXFORD PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE MEETING 

MINUTES 

Thursday, August 20, 2020 

AT 1:00 P.M. VIA ZOOM  

The Oxford Public Works Committee for the City of Oxford met at the above – mentioned time 

and place.  

Present: (Chair) Commissioner Ron Bullock, Commissioner Danny Currin, Commissioner 

Teresa Gilreath, Commissioner John Tovey, Commissioner Quon Bridges, Mayor Jackie 

Sergent, City Manager Alan Thornton, City Engineer Amy Ratliff, Public Works Director Dud 

Frazier, Parks & Recreation Director Tina Cheeks, Downtown Development Director Mary 

Yount, Planning Director Cheryl Hart, McGill Associate Alyssa Cohn, McGill Associate Bill 

Roark, Preston Royster, Marshall Tanner and Administrative Assistant Alyssa Blair.  

Commissioner Ron Bullock called the meeting to order.  

1. Water & Sewer projects on College Street.  

Alan Thornton began the discussion by summarizing the main purpose for discussing the 

infrastructure improvement initiative on College Street. This street in particular is a 

main targeted area; on either side of the fairly large road, there are significant and 

mature trees and a lot of the City’s older homes. The question being asked is “how do we 

approach this project with limited cost and impact?” As of right now, the utility lines run 

alongside the sides where there will be more impact. The question was asked “could we 

utilize a median in the center?” The utility lines would run down the center with the 

median therefore lowering the cost and impact of the infrastructure. The City would have 

to coordinate and receive approval from the NC Department of Transportation (DOT) as 

College Street is a DOT road and is maintained by the state.  

 

Amy Ratliff presented a sketch provided by McGill showing just where the median and 

utility lines would be placed. The utility lines would run along the median and therefore 

would be farther away from the infrastructure along the sides of the road. With a study 

conducted by DOT, a suggestion was made to add a left turn lane the entire length of 

College Street. The City, feeling this would not aid in beautification efforts is bringing 

forth the idea of using a median, however still incorporating those left lane turns. The 

media would start at Watkins Street and run to McClanahan Street and the City does feel 

that traffic would continue to move adequately with its installation. Before the DOT 

approves the original plans for the road, the City wanted to present this idea to the Board 

in case there was an argument to add to initial plans.  



  

Commissioner Bullock inquired as to whether or not this plan has been presented to 

DOT? Amy Ratliff said no it has not yet been presented. Commissioner Tovey described 

it as a great idea and would be beautiful; would save the City money as well as the trees. 

Commissioner Gilreath presented her concern on residents being inconvenienced and 

inquired as to whether any conversations had been had with residents. Both Alan 

Thornton and Amy Ratliff said at this point in time no, no conversations have been had 

with residents. Commissioner Bridges agreed with Commissioner Gilreaths’ question. 

Mary Yount inquired as to whether or not the median would impede people from turning 

into Warehouse Square parking. Amy Ratliff said the sketch being shown is only a 

preliminary sketch and that the City will be able to start and stop where it chooses; if 

approved more look will be given to parking. In regards to left lane turns, the idea is 

similar to what is currently happening on Main Street, Spring and Martin Luther King 

Jr. Street. Commissioner Gilreath agreed with its legitimacy and being aesthetically 

pleasing, however citing concerns on receiving backlash from community members who 

may not want it there. Mayor Jackie Sergent agreed with Commissioner Gilreath that 

importance should be given to having discussions with residents, but gave her approval 

for the plan and stated its potential traffic calming effect and pedestrian use.  

 

Commissioner Currin stated he agrees with the Mayor citing personal experience with 

speeding being a big problem. There is also the potential for eliminating unnecessary 

tractor trailers from taking the street and gave the suggestion at beginning at the Union 

Bank crosswalk. The question was asked on whether or not the media would affect on-

street parking? Amy Ratliff stated they would need to look at how many homes would 

need on street parking and the queue that builds up at Credle Elementary School from 

parents picking up their child. With how wide College Street it is a possibility to have 

both on-street parking and one way traffic. Commissioner Bullock inquired as to whether 

or not the task was to bring the idea to the full board on whether or not to proceed. Alan 

Thornton stated yes, they wanted to get a consensus from the board before having the 

conversation with the DOT. Commissioner Gilreath stated concerns for the school and 

traffic there and how the median would impede that process a lot more. Amy Ratliff 

stated that if you come down College Street in the direction of the pickup, that would not 

change with the median and that it is something that would be accounted for and taken 

into consideration like they do now. Commissioner Gilreath stated it would limit view 

coming off of Rectory Street and that you would have limited access to get to the corner 

of the school for pickup. Mayor Sergent added that it is possible to park on the opposite 

side of the street and also walk to pick up their child. Alan Thornton added that all points 

being brought up are valid and that the idea is not foreign to the DOT. If the plan is 

approved, will be looked at very carefully and very closely. As of right now it’s just a 

viable option and not a reality.  

 

Commissioner Bullock put the agenda item to the members of the Public Works 

Committee with condition of talking with the public about the issues and concerns 

brought forward. All members in favor.  

 

 



  

2. Hatchers Creek PUD 

Alan Thornton began the discussion by summarizing the Hatchers Creek PUD and its 

progress. Currently as its being prepared Hatchers Creek is not capable of handling the 

volume of wastewater expected. Conversations currently ongoing with the consulting 

engineer have led to some options on trying to accommodate this development and also 

future developments.  

 

Presentation given by McGill Associate Alyssa Cohn.  

 

Alyssa Cohn stated the Hatchers Creek development provides just above the capacity the 

Walmart lift station is current capable of. In order to accommodate the flow, 

improvements are required. The idea was to take a holistic approach in updating the 

entire area in the hopes of benefitting all future developments.  

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

Amy Ratliff also added that the numbers being shown are part of the cost that would be 

an expense occurring on the contractor’s contribution on and off site.  

 

Mayor Jackie Sergent inquired as to whether or not there would be a need to upsize the 

line going through Lewis and industry, if they decide to go through I-85. Alyssa Cohn 

stressed that’s correct, however, it may still be necessary to upsize a section of Lewis and 

not the much larger sections. Amy Ratliff added that a lot of these plans are dependent 

on the contractor and right now the City is in a “juggling act”. Mayor Jackie Sergent 

added there has been a push to open up development on the other side of I-85 and using 

a line through there would open up more options in future developments.  

 

Commissioner Bullock inquired as to what was needed to do at this point and it was 

concluded the main objective today was informational and getting the information 

before the committee. Conversations are still currently ongoing and down the line the 

idea is to have it brought before the board. Commissioner Bullock inquired as to whether 

or not any new information is brought before the board at the next board meeting. Amy 

Ratliff stated that if there was any new information it could certainly bring it before the 

board; although could not necessarily guarantee that. The information (presentation 

slides) can be made for the board.  

 

Commissioner Gilreath gave her thanks to the presenter and presentation as it outlined 

all the important information. Commissioner Currin had no comments.  

 

Commissioner Bridges although excited about the projects stressed the importance of 

being careful on what the City can afford moving forward. Commissioner Bullock agreed. 

Alan Thornton stated the concern is valid and was a main determinant in bringing this 

information to the board. Commissioner Tovey stated the City have to look to the future. 

Mayor Sergent, whatever approaches the City decides to take would we look into grants 

and funding? Alan Thornton stated of course.  

 

Before adjourning the meeting, Alan Thornton added the importance of needing to hire 



  

additional assistance in Engineering.  

 

With no additional comments, Commissioner Bullock adjourned the meeting.  

 

 

  


